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The family, friends, business and sporting associates

of the late Paul Grannan have come together to create a last-

ing memorial which will benefit the community he so loved, his

native Saint John. The Paul Grannan Fund with The Greater

Saint John Community Foundation will benefit dozens of local

charities, year after year with earnings from the permanently

endowed fund. These are the very charities which Paul himself

supported and helped with their respective campaigns over

the years.

Born in 1943, Paul Grannan was the youngest son

of the late Sir Richmond Louis Grannan (he was knighted by

the Pope as a knight of St. Gregory for his service to church

and community) and the late Elizabeth Margarette Gorman.

With nineteen years separating him from Jim, the eldest, his

oldest sister Betty says he, as the baby, was “well-loved”. Their

attendance, along with Dick & Maureen, Marianne, Pat &

Judy, Paul’s wife, Janis and their sons Chris and Jamie, Janis’

parents, Pat & Ted Mallender and brother Gary Mallender

confirms this love and marks the 2002 Paul Grannan Annual

Golf Tournament fundraiser at Riverside Golf and Country

Club, as a memorable family affair.

remember. He was a strong supporter and believer in his

beloved Saint John. The Paul Grannan Fund will continue to ful-

fill that role year after year. Any day at 1:22 pm, his regular

tee-off time, friends can be reminded “that you just have to

have fun every day”.
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The Grannan home on Rockland Rd.
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Betty, Dick, Pat, Richmond Louis (Dick),

Jim, Elizabeth Margarette (Doe), 
Marianne and Paul
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Darcy Murphy • Doug Trecartin • Dave Green



D’Amico), Churchills, The Church St. Steakhouse, the Water

Street Dinner Theatre and Steamers. His success meant work-

ing “unreal hours” from early morning to the wee hours of the

next day while never missing a stride in his daily running ritu-

al.

Paul and Janis welcomed two sons, Chris and Jamie,

who have now become an integral part of the Grannan

Hospitality Group. While they were very young, serious illness

struck Paul with an unexpected blow. He battled it successful-

ly twice and appreciated life even more keenly because of it.

He took time to enjoy his family more and the sports which

always were part of his life. Golf became a regular feature

along with running. Paul ran impressive times  in the Boston

and New York marathons as well as in London, England. His

keen interest in golf took him to the Masters, numerous Skins

games, the Canadian Open as well as playing at dozens of

courses across Canada and the US.  “Always moving”, he

loved the excitement of big events like the World Series and

the Super Bowl. “Granny” was proud to be a founding owner

of the Saint John Flames hockey team. 

In recent years, the Grannans came to relax and love

the St. Andrews seashore. It was there that a family reunion

and the simple beauty of a sunset meant the most. A loyal

friend, Paul’s generosity, ability to get along well with people

and positive attitude are qualities which many cherish and 

The Grannans lived for many years on Rockland

Road, moving from the North End in 1951 to Sunset Drive in

Lancaster.  Paul attended Holy Trinity, St. Rose and St. Patrick’s

Schools, graduating from St. Malachy’s High. Even in those

early years at St. Rose, his love of sports, particularly hockey,

became evident. Paul was part of the Provincial High School

hockey championship team at St. Mac’s in Grade 12. He

played at St. Thomas University and later while at the New

Brunswick Community College, and for the Simonds Stars.

Paul’s acumen for business did not begin in the hospi-

tality industry but at Rothesay Paper. It wasn’t long, however,

before he showed his talents for the Wandlyn chain of hotels

and motels around the Maritimes and in Windsor Ontario.

While there, he turned around the Sheraton Viscount to a win-

ning operation and then was called upon to head up the

Admiral Beatty Hotel in his hometown. He arrived back with

his lovely new wife, Janis, a native of Windsor. Paul’s brother

Pat describes her as a “wonderful woman” of “unbelievable

heart” who has been ”very strong” since losing her husband

so suddenly.

In the seventies, Paul launched his career in the restau-

rant business with Pier One and  became Saint John’s premier

restaurateur with Grannans, Mexicali Rosa’s, Il Fornello (now
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