Hampton Community Garden A Growing Success

by Jane Barry, The Greater Saint John Community Foundation

When a volunteer project is initiated and meets with success in a matter of a few months, it is heartening for an er
community. The Hampton Community Gardenaigsunaway success exceeding the dreams of those psibiited folks who
spawned the concept and have been harvesting the fruits of their labours so quickly.

The volunteerrun organizationoriginated with the congregatiomf nearby St. Paul's Anglican Chureimd quickly gained
momentum with the Town of Hampton and Communities in Blogwining forces with themFoundingvolunteersChris
Rendell and.aurie MillsCoChairsDonna Leonardyeasurer,Alan DesRocheBetty Kennett, Paul Robichaud and Clare Miller
envisageda project whichwould create an environment wdre the community of Hampton couldork together, learn and
share;and at the same time enhance theiblity to growat least some of their own foodyith the added benefit oproviding
fresh, healthy produce to the Hampton Food Baskitmerous other supporters and volunteers followed.

"The Greater Saint John Community Foundation, Irving Oil, Holly's Restaurant, Home Hardware, Brookville Lime, Ca
Farms, Coop Country Stoamd local churches, have partnered with us to make substantial contributions to the projec
states Chris Rendell, @bair. " Individual contributions of money, labour, goods, services and equipment have come from
segmentf the community. It has truly been a community endeavour," he adds.

St.Paul's Anglican Church has providdue tise of its property for th@.5 acre 80 plot garden with expansion spateover 2
acresreadily availableThescenically locategroperty, on Kennebecasis River Drivegs recently purchasl as the site for a
new church.The estimated time frame for the start of construction is 3 to 5 years aW#yen the churcldoes break ground,
the garden will remain unaffected, beigitside the boudaryof the proposed new church.

"We anticipate being able to use this field for as long as we can sustain interest from our conimapgyRendell

In keeping with their generous spirit, there is daarge for plots in order to provide as many as possilile the opportunity

to participate. Theyaskfor donations of personal time anihancial supportif possible The project was officially launched
March 22, 2010, after formal presentationsvere madeto all local churches, schools, community groups and the Town ¢
Hamptonalong with an invitatiorio them to participate

The garden has been created and maintained using organic principles, which means that people are not permitted ftc
chemical fetilizer or pesticidesWork onthe garden began in Apnlith ploughing, fencing, spreading compost, tilling and
forming beds. Sgnificanttart-up costs included over 800 ft of fencing in order to keep maraydieer at baya major issue
for Hampton areayardeners.Planting began in late May amérly June

August 18 marked the first official distribution to thdood Basketwith more to come,although the garden has been
providing fresh lettuce, beans beets, carrots, potatoes, broccoli and tomdtoefamilies for over a monthGrowershave
been especially pleased with the quality and quantity of fresh food they have been able to raise for their own families. M
people are discovering the rewards sifending time together, the satisfaction sélfsufficiencyby growing their own food
and thesense of purpose it gives them bgntributing to those in need

Efforts are turning to creating social space inside the fence, including an area with a gaddltietin board.

This space can host wotiagps and educational event§hey have established a raised bed for disabled gardeners with limite
mobility, with plans to add more as needed. A 'buddy' system, where people with cars are matched with those who do
have easy transport to the gardertesis another helpful feature. The Hampton Community Gandlens to work with local
schools developing class and course projects as well as offering workshops on organic gardening, food preservation a
importance of a sustainable local food supplyis quickly becomingn integral part of theHampton sharingspirit and
justifiably, a source of local pride

For additional information: Chris Rendell 832-4660



Photo Janice Tltus Hampton Food Basl(éln,eryl Robertson Communlty Foundation Boalnalc volunteer Paul
Martin, and Hampton Community Garden -Cbair Chris Rendelare Hampton Community Garden volunteers who
are reaping the rewards obountiful produce for local families and the Hampton Food Basket in year one of the
community project.
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