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The Saint John Free Public Library will be the site of the fifth annual Saint John Canterbury Tales Literary 
Festival (SJCTLF). You might name it after the popular children’s book, “The Little Festival That Could” . 
With a modestly-sized team of dedicated volunteers, it has grown to a three day extravaganza expected 
to attract hundreds of book lovers, students of all ages, aspiring authors, learners of English as a second 
language, teachers and families who want to instil a love of reading and literature in their children. The 
best part is that it’s absolutely free. Generous sponsors like Bell Aliant, Downey Ford Lincoln, TD Canada 
Trust, Atlantic Lottery NB, Friesens, Province of New Brunswick and the Saint John Regional Library are 

ensuring it reaches everyone 
regardless of economic 
circumstances. 
 
This year’s Festival will continue to 
focus on literacy as it applies to all 
ages from pre-school to adult 
learning.  An exciting line-up of top-
notch award-winning authors will 
present workshops, readings and 
book signings for students and 
teachers of all grades.  As the saying 
goes “Books are the quietest and 
most constant of friends; they are 
the most accessible and wisest of 
counsellors, and the most patient of 
teachers”. 
 
“The program for our Canterbury 
Tales Literary Festival is designed 

with the needs of students and teachers in mind” says Faye Somers, Festival President and Chair, an author 
and a retired teacher herself, who appreciates the merits of such workshops. Festival Founder Elizabeth 
Margaris is anxious to point out that this is an inclusive event open to all. "The roots are in Chaucer but we 
are firmly in the present" she adds. Linda Dooley, Marlene Hull, Elizabeth Margaris, Carole MacFarquhar, 
Diane McAllister, Clayton Misner, Cynthia Perry, Crystal Dawn Sambles and Shirley Young are all members of 
the organizing committee for the celebration of the written word. 
 
Reading clubs abound in our community these days so members should be excited to learn that well-known 
authors and literacy experts like Maureen Montgomery, Tess Gerritsen, Clyde Wray, Gerry O’Brien, Cynthia 
Good, Beth Powning, Robert S. Dinning, Trevor J. Adams, Stephen Patrick Clare, Tom Crothers, Kathy-Diane 
Leveille, Robert Rayner and Herb Curtis will be making appearances. Says Ms. Somers, “We will be presenting 
Mirimichi author Herb Curtis, two authors from “Breaking the Word Barrier: stories of adults learning to 
read”; popular local poet Clyde Wray; a reading by Maine author of  crime/medical thrillers, Tess Gerritsen 
and Beth Powning who will read from her new novel “The Sea Captain’s Wife””.   
 



Gerry O’Brien has 30 year’s experience as an educator and is the author of the popular Bubba Begonia series 
(“Laugh-out-loud funny…Think Robert Munsch for older kids”). His Thursday workshop for schoolchildren 
focuses on the writing process, how authors get ideas and how they are developed into a story.  Gerry aims 
to be entertaining, informative and stimulating so that students are left feeling enthusiastic and excited 
about the writing process and their own writing.  An Educators’ Workshop  will feature Maureen 
Montgomery, a University of Maine Literacy Specialist, who will  present a Literacy Workshop with practical 
tips and strategies for teachers: “Teachers Working Smarter;  Grades 6-12 Students Working Harder on 
Saturday, May 15  10 am to 12 noon.  
 
Writing Contests have proven very popular and will again provide an opportunity for participants from all 
grade levels to win substantial prizes of money and books. The SJCTLF’s Senator’s Cup will go to an 
elementary or middle school student in Greater Saint John who best writes an essay, “Travel in Time” 
marking  Saint John’s 225th birthday, and  celebrating history. A Creative Writing Contest  offers The Mayor’s 
Cup,  $300 cash and free books to local high school students who create a piece called “My Favourite 
Author”. The Lieutenant Governor`s Cup, cash and free books will be the reward for adult competitors who 
address “What do Books and Libraries Mean to You" ? Winners will be announced Saturday. 
 
The Regional library system in Greater Saint John and the School Districts are valuable partners in the 
Festival, helping with promotion, space and encouragement. The Festival’s Official Opening is noon, Thursday 
May 13 at the Saint John Free Public Library’s Millennium Artplace. There will be refreshments and 
everything is free of charge. May 14 will feature workshops and readings ending with a Ceilidh” – a literary 
kitchen party at Saint John Alehouse,  Market Square. Saturday, May 15, will be special for children and 
includes storytelling and  music with Brent Mason. For complete details: www.ctlf.ca 672-9577 
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